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Abstract:

This study presented a historical and analytical examination of the trajectory of Iranian
economic hegemony over lIraq after 2003, by tracing the political and institutional
circumstances that accompanied the fall of the former regime and the resulting economic
and administrative vacuum that enabled Iran to expand its presence within the Iraqi
market. The research focused on identifying the fields in which Iranian influence extended,
particularly in the sectors of energy, trade, infrastructure, and border crossings, in addition
to the overlap of this influence with political, cultural, and sectarian spheres that
contributed to its reinforcement over time. The study also reviewed the evolution of this
presence and its effects on Iraq’s productive capacities and the independence of its
economic decision-making, while highlighting the internal and external factors that helped
consolidate it. Employing the historical method in analyzing these transformations, the
research showed that Iranian hegemony was not limited to trade exchange or direct
investments, but extended to encompass institutional and cultural structures, making Iraq
a clear example of the application of regional influence strategies through intertwined

economic, political, and cultural tools.
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