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Abstract :

A total of 150 anal swab samples were collected from 10 sheep flocks of the Awassi breed
located in 10 areas of Homs Governorate, in order to investigate the occurrence of Yersinia
enterocolitica infection in sheep. The study included 3,142 sheep. The results showed that the
prevalence of Yersinia enterocolitica infection reached 7.3%, represented by 11 out of 150
positive samples detected through culture methods, biochemical tests, and motility testing. The
prevalence of Yersinia enterocolitica among the examined flocks in Homs Governorate ranged
between (0-17.39%). The recorded infection rates were 5.88% in Al-Rayan, 15.78% in Al-
Qusayr, 16.66% in Talbiseh, and the highest rate was 17.39% in Al-Rastan. All other tested areas
showed negative results for Yersinia enterocolitica. This study also demonstrated that all isolates
detected in Homs Governorate belonged to the biochemical biotype 1A of Yersinia
enterocolitica.
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