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The Category of Duality in Middle Arabic through the Book "Al-I'tibar":
A Statistical Linguistic Study

Rashid Abdullah Al Mansour*

( Received: 25 January 2026, Accepted: 8 March 2026)
Abstract:

This study investigates the phenomenon of duality as a grammatical subcategory
subsumed under the broader grammatical category of number. Al-I'tibar by Usama
ibn Mungidh (d.583 AH) has been selected because it constitutes a significant
historical and literary document that reflects the language of the educated elite
during the period commonly referred to as the Middle Ages. The language of the
text is marked by an interplay between Classical Arabic and colloquial usage, and it
displays numerous linguistic features that diverge from the normative standard. For
this reason, the corpus merits examination from two complementary perspectives:
a sociolinguistic perspective, insofar as it manifests the phenomenon of linguistic
diglossia, and a historical perspective, as it contributes to a deeper understanding of
the grammatical development of the Arabic language. Methodologically, the study
adopts an inductive statistical approach, based on an exhaustive survey of all
occurrences of dual forms in the text. It seeks to identify the various patterns of
their realization and to draw out the implications revealed by this descriptive and
guantitative analysis. The findings are then situated within a comparative
framework that examines the presence of duality in Semitic languages, Classical
Arabic of the period of linguistic attestation, and selected modern Arabic dialects.

Keywords: Duality, Middle Arabic, "Al-I'tibar" book, Diglossia, classical and colloquial.
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Az 89z 3oy Aupall Aal) mene Alae [ in] daldl il 8 dleall Ui s le (g3 (s
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2003 (1% <4435
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2003 2k gy ¢ eadha) i) ¢ Y a8l ve s e slog Aageas By Lae Y il (3 o) ~36

2002 3da cmlall ¢ ailal) dia cdual) 2algd anaa 1Sl e Oyl =37
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