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Abstract:

Since the beginning of composition, simile has been a stylistic device that has preoccupied the minds
of poets, linguists, grammarians, critics, and rhetoricians. They have disseminated its boundaries in
their works and stipulated certain conditions appropriate for achieving high eloquence. Scholars of
rhetoric in the seventh and eighth centuries AH exerted considerable effort in exploring its issues and
proposing what they deemed suitable, providing evidence Based on what they gathered of opinion
and argument, this research studies the comments that came from the scholars of rhetoric in the
seventh and eighth centuries AH in the field of simile. It addressed the disagreement regarding its
definition, the difference between it and representation, and also clarified the disagreement regarding
whether it is considered literal or metaphorical. And what revolved around that in terms of comments
on the eloquent simile that occurs in attributing the predicate to the subject and what followed in
proving that it is a simile or a metaphor, and what objections occurred that dealt with the two sides of
the simile in their individuality and composition, and in interpreting what is meant by them, and
dividing them between the sensory and the intellectual, as well as dealing with what occurred in the
aspect of the similarity in terms of disagreement.

The researcher tried hard to prove what he considered correct after discussing the opinions and
refuting the weak ones, concluding with a set of results aimed at enriching rhetorical research, The
most prominent of these is that simile is a reality, not a metaphor, and that making simile a metaphor
by claiming that the two sides share all the attributes is rejected. In the case of mentioning the two
sides of the simile — and the thing to which it is compared is the predicate of a subject or the
predicate of an incomplete particle or a defective verb or what is originally a predicate or a
circumstantial qualifier — then the speech is an eloquent simile, not a metaphor, and it is based on the
assumption of the tool of simile, and it is not a metaphor. Among the results is also that al-Qazwini’s
division of simile in singularity and composition is more precise than al-Sakkaki’s division, and more

comprehensive of what came in this chapter.
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