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Abstract:

This study aimed to determine the extent to which 21% century skills are incorporated into the
content of the fourth-grade science textbook at the basic education stage in the Syrian Arab
Republic. To achieve this objective, the researcher employed the content analysis method, which
falls within the descriptive research approach. The research instrument consisted of a list of 21%
century skills included in the content of the fourth-grade science textbook, based on the
classifications of several organizations and institutions. The list, in its final form, comprised six
skills and twenty-five indicators representing these skills. It also included a content analysis
checklist designed based on the 21% century skills list to analyze the content of the fourth-grade
science textbook. As for the research sample, it consisted of the second part of the fourth-grade
basic science textbook. The findings revealed that the textbook content addressed five out of six
main twenty-first century skills. The most frequently represented skills were communication
(32.09%), critical thinking (18.66%), creativity (17.91%), collaboration (16.42%), and problem-
solving (14.92%). In contrast, the sixth skill information and communication technology was not
represented in the analyzed content. Based on these findings, the researcher presented several
proposals, the most important of which is: the need for a more balanced curricula, ensuring
proportional representation and avoiding the overemphasis of certain skills at the expense of others.
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