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Abstract:

This study aims to map the spatial distribution of groundwater levels and determine their flow
direction within a selected urban area in Aleppo city, using Geographic Information Systems
(GIS) and the Empirical Bayesian Kriging (EBK) geostatistical interpolation method. The study
relies on monitoring data from 46 wells belonging to the General Establishment for Drinking
Water in Aleppo Governorate. Data were collected during October and November 2022 (the
dry season) to represent the lowest annual water level. All wells are classified as unconfined
aquifers according to hydrogeological classification. The results revealed a clear gradient in
groundwater levels, increasing in the southwest and decreasing in the northeast of the study
area, thus defining the general flow direction towards the northeast. Flow direction was
accurately determined using quantitative GIS tools (Flow Direction) derived from the kriging
surface, rather than approximate manual delineation. The study provides the first detailed model
of groundwater level distribution in the urban area of Aleppo using the geostatistical Empirical
Bayesian Kriging technique, offering a practical decision-support tool for water resource
management and sustainable urban and agricultural planning in the region. Model accuracy was
evaluated using Cross-Validation and accuracy indices such as Root Mean Square Error (RMSE
= 8.577 m) and coefficient of determination (R? = 0.63). A Prediction Standard Error map was
also produced to identify areas of uncertainty in the model.

Keywords: Geographic Information Systems, Groundwater, Groundwater Levels, Spatial
Interpolation, Empirical Bayesian Kriging.
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:(Cross-Validation) ahliial) ¢ la i) LS aladiuls 7 dgalll 433 andi —2-6
e ye Jasgia Hda A Cialy LAlgies 5055 483 EBK 735410 (Cross—Validation) alaliall g s jicll il gl
Jausie o ()l Les o(p 76) cbbll QU (gxall (30 11.3% (Jlss Jic dad a5 ¢8.577 m (RMSE) Uaal
[22] Shre oasly g i) gusha (il il halial dngloing gl ciluball b Algsiall 3g0a) (paa s sl Uad
ot dlasd ) Slailld . sl aslgal) aibailly JUY) e ls topbalie gulale (¢ oanthy IS0 (Uil 120 (300
38,8l L gially (cyvia Adaie) A8, Adlail) GLY) 3 3Sam Uadll 0 el o Jaadls (12 8, J<all) gl
Ghbd) el & zdgaill cpain A il aae 82L)  sag Lee cdasale IS0 SV ASES U8 Cus oG dakaia)
3 ¢yl didaial saiead) dangloaall Ll A i ¢ SE Jalad) Wl L (A0S Ddartl) Cana e 3l s ()
Aila) Allad) Azl locs of L) 3 Ainles )y g Gany 28 A Aol il genylly e gaal) lans 5 (s
(Psiall) 2agll el e alae Wl diy Ll Slasy) 3sall (Ka Y 8jitm dilas o2ia 29 Lllaial )
dad A ALl RMSE dad & aaluds (37%) ustdll st ol (o a0l giall e dadine Jalsall 038
e 03% Jon s z3sall o iy Lea 0.63 aly 3 (R?) wasil) Jalaa ol Lol cpia Jl 8 ddlaie
Jia) zagaill b diaad) e AV sisall Jalsall egun A Alsiie dail) oda . ageiall iy & JSH il
Alasials Lol b duns by of M 5LEY) 5aa5 [15] (orcasall fall il (Aalil) & cplal) ciadaall daaal
dilan)giall 7 3leill Ysden 210 Jia aill 038 o 250 Law ¢ 3l dlaye PIA (0.63) dllas R? 0 (e <o EBK
[26] sanall Lanslging yrgll ag kel b
85 e Qlae¥) b ladal wy ol ddae Lansls yuas Linsloss Jalse 39 ) (37%) il (e (Gaisall eiall
(0-503) Laall (o cansdll (ME) aall Jacsgia Jlal LS. il e 555 Ldaa porea 35ag o) Alalad) diball e
L) b Tas i sl )
41U (Root-Mean—-Square Standardized) ()Ll asl) Cilanye Jocgie i dad gli ol e sdle
gyl (Standard Error) gl axe cilbigies 58 z3saill of e Ju (1) A0 giad (e duylly <0.906
i (o 1A 5 alatl) EBK 3501 dasDle (50 Aadine Ailan) Cilyéigall oda ae i opille Agigay 48 43y
23] 4l lsall ) Jlaa (& LAl Slas) lidas ae X diva) Cil5en
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(RMSE) (i) cilasya Jausia Jia Lo o 5Ly LAY AUSal) 6l (ob 1 Al 1(2) ad) Jsaad
daliial) 3Ea) (he da il

Root-Mean-Square Error -

(RMSE) (m) Ahl
8.577 Empirical Bayesian Kriging (EBK)
9.076 Radial Basis Functions (Spline with Tension)
9.304 Radial Basis Functions (Completely Regularized Spline)
9.994 Inverse Distance Weighting (IDW)
10.648 Ordinary Kriging (Gaussian) / Universal Kriging (Gaussian)
10.649 Ordinary Kriging (Spherical) / Universal Kriging (Spherical)

Ordinary Kriging (Exponential) / Universal Kriging

10.706 (Exponential)

11.523 Local Polynomial Interpolation (Exponential)
11.956 Simple Kriging (Exponential)

12.332 Simple Kriging (Spherical)

12.611 Simple Kriging (Gaussian)

13.648 Global Polynomial Interpolation

Jsaall meagy Ajadd) 3kl JSI RMSE a8 &)laa 73kt 8ae yad o3 el laslaiely 28y SSY) ikl sl
(k48 <y RMSE 8 LalS) 284 (o Liae Lial 4 ja cAalide slafics) Ay 5pie 4uadd RMSE o4 (2) 4,
Radial Basis Functions (Spline 4k dcsis «((RMSE = 8.577) & jisY) * EBK dayh o o
Radial Basis Functions (Completely Regularized Spline) & «with Tension) (RMSE = 9.076)
[14] (2024) ogsals Tirol Kirgigek dulys ase 138 sélsn .IDW (RMSE = 9.994) . (RMSE = 9.304)
gl (aleaY) 8 dald dangia 38ES @3 il 8 EBK (35 cjelil A

Ordinary (je Juadl 43 Ll Ordinary Kriging (Gaussian) (RMSE = 10.648) ¢ &ladl (e g WS
OsATy el de Ay Aijlae 2as GLES) say Jas L Gl Kriging (Spherical) (RMSE = 10.649)
bl LK) L) Gymgend ) el e AEDURALs Jeas 3 oS zasaill Bsin cang ) [2] (2013)
o S Bangl LS L puaiall i 8 ety Aasas ST e anslall 7 3pall (a8 el il
Alaa) o e Laa cabeglall = 3gad Ll pladiu) i Universal Kriging 4 Ordinary Kriging (. RMSE
Al Cela .llall dagine ol alall eV Cancal Tt Lagale J<&0 d8M) sy o (Universal) Jali slai)
pae 35 Lee (A8l Cua (e AW 0 8 (Global Polynomial) ygaall amia clasudly Simple Kriging
Ll e psill 1ag) Lgiacdle
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\

g N
Geostatistical wizard - Empirical Bayesian Kriging step 3 of 3 - Cross Validation © R
Sour,ce ID Induded Measured Predicted Error Stz * || Predicted -10°1
0 Yes 65 46.46... -1... 7.t 8
1 Yes 14 21.81... Teres | B
2 Yes 70 58.23... |-L.. | B.
3 Yes 45 44.94... 0... 7.3 -
- Yes 60 57.93... |-2.. | 11|
5 Yes 53 56.48... Sesis | 'R
6 Yes 25 L. |Bss | 7
7 Yes 50 9¥.9.. 0. 7.,
8 Yes 50 47.79.;¢ | <2 | 7.8
9 Yes 35 328 |2 | RS
i e (w an o gl % 12 M 4% 8 8
12 Yes 5 592%.. |0.... | 11 , Mot 10
13 Yes 45 4. | L. |72 Predicted ¢ Emor ) Standardized Emor /. Nomal QQPlot
14 Yes 30 dSM... |15 |78 | Regression function 0.794478650983055 * x‘ -
15 Yes 27 19:97... | |8 Prediction Errors
16 Yes 52 55.53... 3... 8. Samples 46 of 46
17 Yes 28 b | Rais | 2E Mean 0.503805%9 =
18 Yes - 11.44... 8. 8.3 Root-Mean-Square 8.577025
19 Yes 15 31.63.... | 16.... | 11 Mean Standardized 0.02854755
20 Yes 55 54.81... | 0... | 8.c% Root-Mean-Square Stan... 0.9066008
< m » Average Standard Error 11,50277 -
< Back Next> | [ Fnsh | [ cancel |

A

.Empirical Bayesian Kriging g igai (1 daBgiallg 8aguayall aul) (o cindal) Jabada :(8) a8y Joid)
s aal Al Ghadl B luall oladl ~3-6

138 L gl Jasha e T sagee IS8 (A0 Jladll ) dll Gisiall (e Adsall slaall alall Glall assy
OasSill (uSaag (s et gl oladl (e din st () dzhaiall plal) e gilall Jlaad¥) ae 3élgh oladY)
Bl Jledl) olaily jaan Al Aol sy Caassal) a3 ity g3 Sl aslgeal)
oa) < oliall dlalal) clalall (35S0 Gam ¢ sl Cila ags Gan Al dabaie 1 cAanglgaadl Lalill (e
(b el dakaiaS Jaxy 38 Al (e (Bdll giad) (B 318 g8 3939 0] <[27] Gamsailly (ol SIS (g
BN Ll A3l of ) Al Laslsngsugd) Gluball i . (BHal) Jledll sas gloal) slad) e Lee
Al o ApudH i sSal) CREST G o laecs i Aklaie) A jall i) Cilaitipall (e b a8 Ll
J18] adlal)
alie Jaci 393 ilal) el (s e sin) panll dis dilaie (& dienll LY e cupal Ay g il
Jledll slaily cail) Cigiall (e aliiie Gls 39n5 35 Lea ¢ Bydll Jledl) olashs dashall 2355 Cum cglujall ola3y
Sa gitieaddl Glall oladl o gy el Z3sal) Adlaan je Abldl Cluhall e Gl 12 L[28] 5,
il b gl Sl alaill ledl) Saelinag jugl) sl
G e pluall cilalasy s TS S j3g [13] D8 duaylsa ) saticedll Flow Direction slaf alassu) o)
(10 48, <) agudd il (ggaull apanills ddaiipall 30l o Llasa (9 o) J<all) dulal
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L L L L 36°15'0"N
3101 alaRiails s Abiae A A jall Akial 48 gadl slaall Gl sladl Aday A
.Flow Direction
36°14'0"N -
136°14'0"N
36°13'0"N -
36°13'0"N
36°12'0"N -
36°12'0"N
36°110"N
36°11°0"N
36°10'0"N -
-36°10'0"N
[ IE
Bl 2se
1:50,000 s
e sw
0 05 1 2km (] o
36°9'0"N- e E—
[128ne
T T T T T
37°TOE 37°80'E 37°90°E 37°100°E 37°110°E

.Flow Direction 514 alsiiuls cala Aisa 3 Aufal) Aikial Adgal) obaall Glija olad) Adujd :(9) 8y JSil
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3T°T0E 37°80E 37°90"E 37100
L L L L 36°15'0"N
Gl gl 5 A gl slall (4 955) ot grmadal) (g glonsl Jn g fra g5 Ak A
Lt sball Gl oLl ageal) o AN
36°14'0"N -
36°14°0"N
N
36°130"N -
36°13'0"N
36°120"N -
36°12'0"N
36°11'0"N
36°11'0"N
)
36°10°0"N -
36°10°0"N
— sl g gsld dd
1:50,000 P )
Pl sldll gl e sl
0 05 1 2 km
S e T e Y o ey B |
36°9'0"N
36°9'0"N
T T T T T
IT°TOE 37°80'E 3T°90E 37°100'E 3TT0E

oladl agudd (il (Soad) wpaailly Adsal) obuall (U s5S) upeaial) (Sl sk s Ay :(10) ad Jsil
lad) Glad)

hghgall L aiy AL Jelal) ~4-6

s A Bl daliadl @bldl (3) &) Jsasd) meas s dilaies sluall D)lse (B anla 93 alial) Caghall

@) Jshagll & € ks ) bl i L [6] Lisall sba DU dalall Lpaall e 50Lall 2024-1970 35

) agial) & Al Cilaa g Usly Jolagl) aliail g ale sladl aa ¢ Al al g Ly (gyicd)

H(ET) _asills (P) Jshbell slie¥) 8 32k daw dlilea pladinls (R) Al dadsal) 4300 s oKay
R=P—ET (3)

02 o V) . sindl pline b Bpalaall Badsall L3l 8 Al 5 Sl Sae 2sms 1 (3) @) dlaal) Alaled) i

s Jalass (RUNOF) adacdl lyall Lyl chage Donsloyn dalse sae Jalaty Uajie Unsad 23 Al
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dadg A8lall shlid) 8 .[29] daslgall dndly SLall elaally Ll g3 e adiay 3 (Infiltration coefficient)
il s Ll 2 o U A of Ladacs Wlja Johagl (e 808 Ao (<5 dila)
[6] 2024-1970 354 JYA s ddaaa (e Bigiall dygind) Aadliall clibud) :(3) a2y Jgaad)

Ll | (mm) ghall Jehgll | (Mm) Al | (%) dighyl bugia | (°C) Bl augia
1970 182.1 2067 60.92 18.03
1971 392.6 1896 63.42 17.23
1972 294.5 1635 59.42 16.32
1973 277.8 1944 54.83 17.17
1974 407.8 1743 59.33 17.33
1975 306.6 1848 57.17 17.28
1976 436.1 1536 61.92 16.86
1977 354.2 1641 59.33 17.48
1978 300.5 1842 57.42 17.78
1979 322.9 1638 60.58 18.20
1980 334.2 1539 60.91 17.20
1981 399.1 1500 60.77 17.91
1982 319.2 1464 60.13 16.73
1983 285.6 1422 62.48 16.80
1984 240.6 1500 59.15 17.35
1985 317.7 1620 57.77 17.61
1986 317.2 1503 60.05 17.95
1987 400.8 1410 59.63 17.39
1988 499.3 1278 64.06 17.14
1989 1441 1536 56.20 18.00
1990 305.5 1650 58.29 17.81
1995 330.7 1505 57.57 18.25
2000 290.3 1757 56.69 17.73
2005 315.1 1629 56.84 18.02
2010 280.9 1553 55.24 17.46
2015 300.6 1589 57.83 18.93
2020 275.5 1604 56.89 18.39
2024 310.2 1621 57.67 18.84

Johell Naa) cse 1-4% Sslams ¥ ddedl) ddoall L3l Lo of ) ddlall slaliall 8 Baal) ciluall s
pazials Jshgll (e 3.57% (s Ldsall dadaall ) Dongandl e gin 8 Cupal Ly ab L [30] (gylad)
Aiilgia dad oy Ainfale 612 35lat ¥ s dikaie 8 dusid) 30 o) i 138 [31] ayslSH G3lss ARy
Ll dunaall ¢y Alls [16] Gasdl) s (8 Ldsally dndasall bl (g Bl Ay (e dualiicsall il ae

Al 23 s labiall 8 (Jokagd) (e 10-15%) diafale 20-35 Jgms g3l (agn b
O S5 e hoal) Gl Cilia 85 palls a3 Y Aacaall daladll Ly ass A (Sl Sae) Ll dulad) daal
Al Ldgn ol o gl (il igiall) Aadipal) Ghlial (e desldll daslall Al o cala] (S5 aaie il
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bt Ulyn el ) dgall i e Lalas 38l 130 .[29] sl ST dualin i DA Leinjas 5 (4sea)
Baball L3 Gady g paal o Laliall daet 1 ) & duslal) L3l o L ae s Les ¢ all Gigiall 0
Al b ae ek (s3) Ll (idasg (el Blja jedar (1) qapeniall Jalat oy Janyl) 130 L dadll SUaeY) (e
Aalaid) 3 gad) Sl Ul ol Jolil) agdl (gt (Arganl)

:dadgal) sluall Gupuia A A —5-6

olaal) Cunalia sl ule) Jaaill g b Tale Ll (11 8, J<all) EBK diph ge daslll dlagal) <yl
Jladl) sas (Sl slls Alan el Cigaia wi) coal) Cagind) e daty laaly LilKa by ddas )l ol b gal)
dalaial Aulay) 3gaall Gildas (Mask) g alasials ddasal) (b 5 (a3 ool Al (S0 Cgusin ad) 3540
LSS S B8 e ey Lae (BB gigall L) Bl s elain) Cuiatl 4l

dal ol 3hlie e glonll alall oladVl saasy ALESILY) JSlanyl olat¥) st w3 ae Llas Jaaill 120 (38053
Gahidl W gla ) oty IS il 138 (g (Gpd Jled) a8l B shalie sai (Que cusin) A aa
[12] aladl (Silgpngd) )yl Ldoadl sbaall dS)a 2t Cun colaall Alalad) G gl gund) il oSl

3TTOE 3T°80'E 3T°90'E 3100
L L f !
|36 15°0'N
Ayl o Adaa B At jalt Alaiad 403 gadl slsal) o e Adas A
Empirical Bayesian Kriging
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:(Prediction Standard Error) 3uil) Uai 4ay3 -6-6
Gl pae aii iag s ¢ Alanlgal) clann¥) Bl cilasia pal e (12 8, JSall) saal) Ua dlanjs e
ol (s dlay ik la c5,alall A3 gial) 5500l (Prediction Map) sl dda i el Laigy [23] Lle z3gaill
Bysall o288 A& (ubie Wilaas (Prediction Standard Error Map)
Agggga iy ) a2 3sall Y (ol Os)) Lartie gal) Uad 58 s culised) JalaS (e Ay @ (shliall o
ALY 3 laliall & dald dageayal) LY adlse Jon il Undl o Ja 5<500 eyl o3a 6 2 ds
(Bl el Jlads «3ps Jlad e hag) Alaall e el Coatll & L A0
ehiin) Alams asty zisall Y (S Ogl) gl Uad oy rclisl) Bld e Basdl (shlal) e
38,80 dngially 48yal) CabLY) b Uadd) 4l slag ) o3 bl e g8 S8 (Extrapolation)
WY RS U8 Cum Ll dugially dugially
:anal) o3¢l Alandl cilalasiny)
Gadl) Aa Al e bl (o Capmd dlaal) N Sl o LA wilaal (S i isall) ddgise yaad L]
s e dalaill s Ly Lo Gl oS
gl cilie 32Y saas dlae Alsal Jdaasll 25 13) :(Sampling Network) clisl) Aul cpaas .2
dusially a8yl CallY) syl Wadll @3 Ghliadl ) aagl) a0 gl U daii o8
0aS IS 3l uans llia iy AL} oY s clie 22Y (sl Lugially dugally 48,4
(A ) axe e laag
L Gl g Aasd aa J) Aieall Slgall zlas 8 (Al alell Jia Ve 8 1 adaiil JUSYT .3
saaly Aoy d aed IDW (i dpndal) clian) Gyl o ladsil) oda e ST (s20 Liad (805 asisill ads3
Gplall Zoagal) Haall oo o3a . sl 1aa Uad (sae Slela] o ilun padis ¥ e (L Lusall aall) L
OEEY) ALaSe 5t Bypea an Uadl) ddanyd (o9 il Aai)d g - ) pde uaE 1aaal) Adlas)
e UK LKAl 8 Ual) agal AlelSie dabdas 8l0) (OIS las
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.Empirical Bayesian Kriging 4, cls dijaa 4 da)al) dalaial §uil) Uad Layjd 1(12) A8, Yl
ralatiuy -7
L)) dadia 8 Beal) Sl sl @l o pguall A ) daadl) i) (e degana oo Al Cojiud
oA asiall e ans (M5 iy Aol sbuall alell Gliall olat st (e S £ 3sal) (K Yl Lla Ainay
Gl ol 138 (M 10-4 ) casalial) (aids Gua) a0 Jldll sai (M 80-70 Cr casmeliall 7555 Cusa)
Sy cBladl aglgadl (psSill aag (G258 Gy a3 Olaaw din zshe (a) Ahaiall Gl hegiall laad¥) as
cem8l) (gl 2aal (e Yoy GIS b 40l olad¥) il culpal alasialy TS anadlaud

i i Gun gl mhaadl Aada 8 Yake 2l (Empirical Bayesian Kriging (EBK 4k <kl Lty
3an) Jala by oasaliall S gral) o 11.3% Joles Lo 6) 8.577 m (RMSE) (bl cilasye b
dglie Gl 2305 pe paaai aidl) 038+ Caanliall SIS cplal) (e 63% i 39l o i e <0.63 (R?)
Ml b S e Jdse ) (37%) ol n skl it csall (siuds o[26] ila 4ty dila shbia b
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Cigiall e e alaeVl Leblal) #3sal) aliiy ol A Ganglgnd) claganlly ghlidl i 3 LY 2elss

g

Ll ((RMSE=8.577 m) daall Gus (e EBK diyla 3o (2 o3 Jsoall) elaial) Gyl o 4lad) cuny Qs

Completely Regularized Spline (RMSE=9.304 . Spline with Tension (RMSE=9.076 m) @,k
spalai e Jumdl 483 Jael wgladl Ordinary Kriging z3sai of Lasgl LS .IDW (RMSE=9.994 m) & m)
Aalaiall 038 & UL AsISA) Ad) Arnsead GeSay Las el )l (g9 <)

dalaie) A8yl Adledd ) 8 S rd) aae eVl el o (12 8 O<all) ) Uad dda i i e,
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a7 3salll (pe zitisall Glyall oladl ae Lol 3l Lo sag cAuyal) Lugiall Cladiyall (ge Loslall

Al dadde 330 (Glyall eladl dlara ¢ gl Uad Ao cagaaiall dlad) Anuidll iluilly Jailad) i Ll

Dlgall ddlticen 8))y) bt aimg (B lgde dlae) (Lild) Hlgall Lipire el ol dsnsga) dinall Slgall (o
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tGluagill -8

adga) olual) 8)la) Cppeent] Blaad) el aY) (o Ao gane MATL omsh el Lgie i€ ) 35l i) e 2Ly

sdahid) 8

o Ay (el Lol ALl gl s Adlhe LT ey clldg ¢l Tk ddais ) Toliiad 280 A< jauss oYl
Cun (O Athaie) Ayall osiall ghally (chaia Jama) 85l sl gall 8 Tty dala SV gl

Ol pae af ais

& V) = 3ai Al yugl L3 Alalall Aaudall Slacs (fia) Bac s il it 7 lad) e Llifiedl) 7 3lail) gkt (Ll
Siox (Se zigal Gubi Ay LS. gl A8y Gauady Lpadill 8jall a8yl Co-Kriging 4 aladiul (a8l
w8l g Layi Al ma) e saliadd (MODFLOW)

Byilaall Lleal) 3halie 2a1l (9 28, J<all) Gloal) olad) Ao aladiad e Guslill o 28l 3lsall dilea (G
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e (Omies Sy i) dahaieS) Abdladll & Al Ghlie Lo dagidl (ol aranty g WS (500 i
bl claball 8 Jiieall 3asall (20%) @lbbd) e g ganads

rcbaailly 4648l —9
Glaig 23 Ggana lelsl luagilly il i sie Lae¥) (8 a3l Can Al 35l (mes Aabal) o2 4l
CGhY e dald dalaie e 40K ddaaill o V) calall Jaatll a0anl 41 il 1546 of b ¢ LY ays
sl Ul dlaid b age oo LS slabiall by b gl Uad ¢ iyl ) (ool Lae eyl dusginly 208,40 ladd)
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