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"Nihilism in Ivan Turgenev's (Fathers and Sons)
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Abstract:

Novelists attempt to address problematic issues concerning human existence in their works,
reflecting their intellectual stances and literary vision. Based on this premise, the Russian
novelist lvan Turgenev, in his novel *Fathers and Sons*, presented a problem related to an
intellectual current that criticizes human life and rejects its values, principles, and social
relationships. This current became known as nihilism.

Nihilism is manifested in *Fathers and Sons* through the character of Bazarov, who uses irony
as a means of expressing his rejection. The research begins with an introduction that points to
the origin of nihilism in European literature, and then moves on to studying it in the novel
(Fathers and Sons), showing its manifestations, and then ends with a conclusion that shows its
most prominent results, as the research concluded that nihilism was embodied in the rejection of
marriage, social customs, and human values, and the novelist (Turgenev) embodied this rejection
through the dialogues of the character (Bazarov) and his discussions with the character (Pavel
Petrovich), who emerged as an opponent of nihilistic thought, and an adherent to principles and
values.

Keywords: Nihilism, Turgenev, European literature, novel, Bazarov, Pavel, Adwittsova
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