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Abstract:

The study of the journey motif in the stories of Abdul Salam Al-Ujayli, between reality and
Imagination, addresses a topic that has received the attention of researchers and critics
throughout the ages. Research in this field represents an extension of studies that have examined
travel literature through analysis and criticism. In his journeys, the storyteller presents historical
and geographical information and portrays the social customs of different peoples, adopting the
journey as a means of expressing the human experience in the search for the self and the
understanding of the world. Here lies the significance of the study. The research discusses the
connotations of place in travel literature between reality and imagination, as well as the
temporal dimensions that dominate the narrated events—whether through a return to the past
in the form of memories or through the blurring of temporal boundaries due to geographical
location and the differing measures of time that result from it. The aim of the study is to shed
light on this ancient narrative art and to show how the writer Abdul Salam Al-Ujayli was able
to observe, through it, the unfamiliar phenomena he encountered during his journeys—
phenomena that aroused his astonishment and which he conveyed to the reader in an engaging
manner. The research method adopted was the psychological approach. The study ultimately
arrived at several conclusions, the most notable being that the imaginative dimension in Abdul
Salam Al-Ujayli’s journeys lies in his observation of the sense of wonder that affects a person
when encountering places and people different from what he is accustomed to.

Keywords: travel literature, reality, imagination, Abd al-Salam al-‘Ujaili.
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