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And Essay in the "Our Arabic Language" Textbook for Fourth Grade Basic
Students.

Rahaf Saleh Arbo*  Moataz Al-Alwani** Shukriya Haqi* * *

( Received: 13 December 2025, Accepted: 16 January 2026)
Abstract:

The research aimed to assess the extent to which written expression skills Assciated with the
arts of Description and Essay are integrated into the Content of the "Our Arabic Language'
textbook prescribed for fourth grade Basic students in Syrian Arab Republic, in order to identify
the book's strengths and Weaknesses.

To achieve this goal, the researcher employed the descriptive approach based On content
analysis. The study sample consisted of the content of the "Our Arabic Language" textbook
prescribed for fourth grade students in the Syrian Arab Republic. The researcher designed a
list of expressive skills related to The arts of Essay and Description, consisting of (23) skills. A
content analysis Form was then derived from this list to record the analysis results and monitor
The frequencies of each skill.

The research findings revealed the following:

The content analysis results of the "Our Arabic Language" textbook for the Fourth grade basic
showed that the total frequency of written expression skills Associated with the arts of
Description and Essay reached (60) repetitions. Description skills accounted for 34 of the
repetitions, and Essay skills Accounted for 26, The book’s focus was significantly greater on
Description skills than on Essay skills. This orientation reflects the curriculum's emphasis on
sensory Expression, which is appropriate for the developmental stage of fourth grade Students
who tend to perceive the world through the senses and apparent Qualities.

The researcher indicated that the textbook needs a rebalancing of skills, Whereby the Essay
component (which develops intellectual and analytical Expression and higher—order thinking

skills) is reinforced alongside Description (which develops sensory expression).

Keywords: Written Expression Skills, Descriptssay, Our Arabic Language.
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