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The connotations of the simile in the poetry
of “Nazih Abu Afash”
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( Received: 3 November 2025, Accepted: 15 February 2026)
Abstract:

This research seeks to read the manifestations of the simile in the poetry of Nazih Abu Afash,
and to deduce its suggestive functions. It highlights his contradictory world, which is filled with
great questions that arise about man’s relationship with his existence, his universe, and his
reality.

They are not read in isolation from their textual context. Rather, it is necessary to show their
harmonious and discordant relationships, depending on the contexts of the situation and position
this is what confuses him and prompts him to participate in reinterpreting the image and
searching for the desired meaning. Accordingly, the image fulfills communicative and aesthetic
artistic functions, and may establish corrective or psychological functions in the poetic text that
appear through the interpretation of contradiction, which provides the text with a special poetic
tension, showing the emotional state that prompted the flow of contradiction, and creating
contrast in the transition from one opposite to the other, so that the image becomes It is open to
the elusive dialectical horizon, In this sense, poetry is The truth that reveals things that have
disappeared in reality, or that have become the truth that presents life in a form different from
what we see; Because poetry that employs .images involves a dialectical interaction between

Key words: image, simile, connotation.
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