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Abstract:

This critical study examines the poetic standing and artistic trajectory of the poetess Fadl al-
‘Abidiyya, considering her one of the prominent female literary figures of the second Abbasid
era, particularly considering her presence and influence within the court of Caliph al-
Mutawakkil. The significance of this research stems from Fadl al- ‘Abidiyya’s representation
of the paradigms of female presence within the Abbasid poetic scene; her texts also serve as a
model for the crystallization of the "poem of idea" and the manifestations of the female voice
within a predominantly male-dominated discourse. Fundamentally, the study aims to analyze
the structural foundations of her poetic experience, explore its stylistic characteristics, and
observe the manifestations of tension between the self and society within her poetry. This
study addresses a clear research gap; prior scholarship has largely been confined to
documentary and biographical aspects, without offering a profound artistic and critical
analysis of the structure of her poetic discourse or addressing the features of her feminine
identity. Consequently, a descriptive-analytical methodology was employed, supported by
concepts from modern critical theory, modern feminist criticism, and cultural reading, to
move beyond mere compilation and toward an analysis of the aesthetic and intellectual
structure of her texts. The findings revealed that the divergent traditional narratives
concerning her origin and lineage re-enact the dialectic of feminine identity within literary
discourse. Furthermore, the analysis uncovered that her poetry reflects a complex feminine
consciousness, characterized by the construction of the "poem of idea," which builds a
symbolic representation of the poetess’s relationship with power. The study emphasizes the
necessity of reintegrating Fadl al-’Abidiyya into the Abbasid poetic landscape as a conscious
poetic voice, not merely a courtly enslaved woman, thereby representing an academic bridge
between prior documentary

Keywords: Arabic literature, Abbasid era, Poetess Fadl, Caliph al-Mutawakkil, Literary
criticism, Literary analysis.
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