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Communication Skills among Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder
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ABSTRACT :

Children with autism spectrum disorder represent a great responsibility for specialists
in the treatment of speech, language and language disorders, because they need long-term
effort and intervention to improve their conditions, because their language development is
very slow and may never develop, and because human communication is a source of strength
for the child, and it is the means through which ideas, feelings and sensations are exchanged.
The current study was conducted with Evaluating the level of communication skills among
children with autism spectrum disorder in two autism centers in Lattakia - Syria, and in Al-
Farah Center - Lebanon.

A descriptive, quantitative, cross-sectional study was conducted on a convenient sample of 20
children with autism spectrum disorder in two autism centers in Lattakia - Syria, and in Al-
Farah Center - Lebanon. Data were collected using a tool consisting of two parts: a
demographic, social and health data form, and a communication skills scale that includes 52
questions that assess visual communication, verbal and non-verbal communication and social
communication.

The results showed that the highest percentage of sample members (65%) had a low level of
communication skills, and 35% of them had an average level. Visual communication came in
first place with an average of (23.42) and non-verbal communication came in last place with
an average of (15.74). There were statistically significant differences in the average
communication skills attributed to the gender variable in favor of males, without differences
attributed to the rest of the demographic and social variables.

The current study recommends conducting integrated training programs that help develop
communication skills in children with autism spectrum disorder with the participation of
parents, and conducting more research on this disorder on a larger sample

Keywords: autism« autism spectrum disorder« autistic children< communication skills< verbal
communication.
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