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Abstract

The relationship between the center (the colonizing West) and the margin (the
colonized) is a dialectical relationship that casts its shadow on the cultural context
that is changing cognitively. Colonialism cannot be viewed as a historical issue, but
rather as a cultural determinant as much as it is social. Hence, the specificity of
postcolonial criticism is determined. It is an openness to the margins, allowing for
questioning Western hegemony in its apparent and implicit dimensions. Therefore,
the research sought to present the Arab reception of postcolonial criticism as an
epistemological path that seeks to undermine Western hegemony and attempts to
enhance the bet on cultural liberation as a dimension of social and political
liberation. It was able to reshape the vision through which the cultures of colonized
countries are viewed, and was effective and influential in that. Arab criticism, in the
process of its modernist and postmodernist formation, invoked postcolonial criticism
in a limited manner; Therefore, the research attempted to address the stages that
the Arab reception of post—colonial criticism went through, which are: First: The
stage of explanation and clarification: where the Arab reception lacked effectiveness
and usefulness, and was based primarily on regurgitating Edward Said’s thought.
Second: The stage of beginnings: In this stage, light was shed on several critical
experiences, which relied on a methodological approach, aware of the problems of
contemporary Arab thought on the one hand, and presenting a deep vision of social

and cultural structures on the other hand.
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