Journal of Hama University — vol.6 -No.8-2023 2023— el aand) — (aludialaal) — 3laa daals dlas

anl) gie layw (gl YeSilil Aalal JLEAS Jsn clasad) Giluglaay caliie)y cilaglea

* Olard odida

(2023 L1 22 :dsdll 2023 I3 14 :glay))
:(,ém )
gl Sa 53 Gyl 436 e a2 e callall b eleall o legas FSYI bl laped) payl) (i s
ByuS da ) Aadleg 4k

Lle)ll Shal laabiall (e 8a0ae (100) (0 A58 — LDl A = e diayaiin LS dabiag 4l chal &
ple LUI5 2022 slad gl T (pe Bl 853l PDla bl pes o5 EADU ddailae 8 206Y) don )
bie DA o Sl pans an g cddl e ganlly Lo Liin¥) cilasteall Joa aliie gl ol JLS) 5.2022

Al Jea culasddl cilisjlasy cilaliiely ilagles ol Taie 35 (e Cilge

Cisng Oy Y (%48) caail) Moa o< cAallalll e Graw 38 (%83) Cla ) alies of ki) gl
o S5 cigan 48 oyl GLES) e 5008 gl (paiing (%359) Ciaill (30 iS5 clsins 3 S Lgllial
Goal B (%35) of gat daleall Laailly (gydall cadall oyl gy 2 e e o (%53) Caal
S Sl b dugria gl Gl (77) G e SST5 g3l (e bani ass (%66) o Lale casllall
sl B cildle agay GLES) 5 LY i (S (%83) Lallal) (S ¢ aall <)

Lo s Asplaall (81 o) slite) 399 gn Slasbeall (ge Cagliia (s5inal Clanadd) SBlial duball (e itis
2925 B9y ga Aallll) chal dpsal Jsa hifilly Lue i) (o 2pal dala s Ml dallalll shal Gady
Aasall Dl (e 43 dals duilag Laadl il

closles ccilasbes YsSull Zalal canll Gie Uy t4zalidal) cilals))

Ay — BB — (apd daals — el BS - adiaall daua Gyl and — upte *

64



Journal of Hama University — vol.6 -No.8-2023 2023— el aand) — (aludialaal) — 3laa daals dlas

Women Knowledge, Beliefs, and Practices about Cervical Cancer

Screening Pap(Papanicolaou) test

Mofida Nouman*

(Received: 14 March 2023, Accepted: 22 May 2023)
Abstract:

Introduction: Cervical cancer is the fourth most common cancer among women in the world
despite being a highly preventable and treatable cancer.

The Aim: To assess women's knowledge, beliefs and practices about the Pap smear test
for cervical cancer.

Material &methods: A descriptive, quantitative, cross—sectional study was conducted on
an appropriate sample of (100) women attending primary health care centers in Lattakia
Governorate. Data were collected during the period from April 1, 2022 to May 5, 2022. A
structured questionnaire was completed on sociodemographic information, and data were
assessed and collected through a 35-item scale on women's information, beliefs, and
practices about the smear.

The results : The results showed that most women (83%) had heard of the smear, but
about half (48%) do not know that it should be done every 3 years, and more than half
(59%) believe that it is able to detect cancer before it occurs, and more than half (53%)
had not heard of the human papillomavirus vaccine. With regard to practice, it was found
that (35%) had taken the smear, noting that (66%) find encouragement from the husband,
and more than two-thirds (77%) have no difficulty in reaching the center. health, but the
majority (83%) would be concerned if early signs of illness were detected.

Conclusion & Recommendations: We conclude from the study that women have a varying
level of information with a positive belief, but the practice is weak with regard to conducting
the smear, and therefore there is a need for more awareness and education about the
importance of conducting the smear with the need for a national strategy for it within health

centers

Key words: Cervical Cancer, Pap Smear Test, Knowledge, Practices
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