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Abstract:

Occlusal plane is the average plane established by the incisal and occlusal surfaces of the
teeth; it is not a plane but represents the planar mean of the curvature of the surfaces. So
in edentulous patients we lose the occlusal plane, therefore it is necessary to restore the
height and angulation of the occlusal plane for functions and health of the stomatognathic
system.The purpose of this clinical study was to determine the lost occlusal plane in
dentulous patients depending on the coronoid notch (CN) as a relative stable intra—oral
bony landmark and try to use it in edentulous patients to determine the correct occlusal
plane (OP). Forty (40) subjects were selected and they were between 18 and 22 years.The
sample also included twenty (20) edentulous patients. All subjects with natural maxillary
and mandibular teeth were examined to determine the distance from the left and right
coronoid notch to the position of the mandibular buccal cusps tips. We located the coronoid
notch on the mucous membrane -by indelible pencil- by passing the finger through the
anterior border of the ramus to find the greatest concavity, and then measured the distance
from the CN to the proposed OP. We used this bony landmark in determining the occlusal
plane in edentulous patients. The mean of the distance between the CN and the proposed
OP ranged from 6-8 mm.The distance between the Coronoid Notch and the proposed

occlusal plane can be used in determining the lost occlusal plane in the edentulous patients.

Keywords: Coronoid notch, Occlusal plane, Mandibular foramen.
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