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1972. ”
- The Encyclopedia Americana, 1992.
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Abstract

This book involves the history of the Arabs’ critical literature since
the Pre-Islamic period till the late Abbaside Age.

The book is divided into twelve chapters. The first one initiates a
discussion of the Pre-Islamic Arabs’ critical phenomena and mentions
the instinctive criticism that they introduced through their esthetical
sensations. In the second chapter, it pauses at the attitude of Islam
toward poetry, how it guides poetry and subjects it to the religious
conception. However, it dedicates the third chapter, which is restricted
for discussing criticism at the Umayyad Age, to present the critical views
that the Caliphs, Princes, jurisprudents, women and poets transmitted to
each other at that time.

Then he dedicates each following chapter to a certain well-known
book, studying it comprehensively; presenting each one’s material and
focusing, first, on the critical views they involve, which the author added
to criticism, and, second, on the new critical practice in them, which
distinguishes each from all others. Subsequently, it discusses the books
of “Ranks of the Greatest Poets” by Ibn Salam al-Jumahi, “Elucidation &
Elucidating” and “Animals” by al-Jahez, “Poet and Poetry” by Ibn
Qutayba, “Verse Standards” by Ibn Tabatba, “Criticizing Poetry” by
Qudamah Ibn Ja’far, “Setting Balance between the Ta’ites” by al-Amidi,
“Mediating between al-Mutanabbi and his Antagonists” by Judge Jurjani,
“Secrets of Rhetoric” and “Miraculous Aspects Signs” by ‘Abdul Qaher
al-Jurjani and “The Eloquent’s Approach & Writers® Guiding Light” by
Hazem al-Qurtajanni.
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