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Plan of the village of Deir el-Medina.

Planned exclusively for the workmen of the Necropolis of
Thebes, the layout, above all inside, has been altered by the
numerous successive restructurations that were necessary as
the number and importance of the family nuclei varied.
Taken as a whole, it gives us an idea of the changes that
took place in the urban fabric over the centuries, with
disorderly housing ensembles much like those still to be seen
in some of the old suburbs of the Egyptian cities.

“royal”” holidays, for example, lasted four
days permitting everyone to reach their distant
relatives.

Payment was calculated on the basis of a “‘liter”’
of fat converted into commodities such as beer, le-
gumes, clothing, sandals and even unguents and
perfumes; and what was not paid in kind was set-
tled in copper coin. If the lodgings were no longer
sufficient, the workers ‘‘lay down’’, that is they
went on strike; and there is no doubt that their de-
mands were immediately satisfied, in view of the
importance and outright indispensability of their
work.

Controversies or sanctions, if needed, were decid- \I

Western necropolis

ed by a court of workers presided by the master
mason. The case was first discussed with the
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Schematic cross-section of the
Pyramid of Khufu (Cheops).
The drawing shows the pyramid (C), the
hypothetical inner pyramid (A) and the Zed-
shaped monument (B).
1) Burial chamber.
2) ““Queen’s Chamber”’.
3) “King’s Chamber”’.
4) Grand Gallery.
5) Monoliths being
hauled into position.
6) Raising of the monoliths.
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