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Medical terminology (Suffixes)
1- Suffixes That Mean “Condition Of’:

Suffix  Meaning Example Definition of example

-ia Condition of Phobia persistent and exaggerated fear
FO-bé-a
insomnia inability to sleep
in-SOM-ne-a

-ism Condition of alcoholism impaired control of alcohol use
AL-ko-hol-izm
Parasitism infection with parasites or
PAR-a-sit-izm behaving as a parasite

-Sis* Condition of acidosis acid condition of body fluids
as-i-DO-sis
Thrombosis having a blood clot in a vessel.
throm-BO-sis Figure (1).

-y Condition of  Tetany sustained muscle contraction
TET-a-ne
dysentery intestinal disorder
DIS-en-ter-e

*The ending -sis may appear with a combining vowel, as: -osis, -iasis, -
esis, or -asis. The first two of these denote an abnormal condition.

blood clot (thrombosis)

fat deposits in artery

Figure (1):Thrombosis (formation of a blood clot).
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Suffix

2- Suffixes for Medical Specialties:

Meaning

Example

Definition of example

-ilan specialistin a Physician practitioner of medicine
field of study fi-ZISH-un (from root physi/o,meaning
“nature”)
-iatrics medical geriatrics study and treatment of the aged
specialty jer-&-AT-riks (root ger/i, meaning “old age™)
pediatrics treatment of children
pe-de-AT-riks
-latry  medical psychiatry study and treatment of mental
specialty si-KI-a-tre disorders
-ics medical orthopedics study and treatment of the
specialty or-tho-PE-diks  skeleton and joints (from root
ped/o, meaning “child,” and
prefix ortho, meaning “straight™)
-ist specialist in a cardiologist specialist in the study and
field of study kar-de-OL-o-jist treatment of
the heart (from root cardi/o,
meaning
“heart™)
-logy study of physiology Study of function in a living
fiz-e-OL-0-jé organism (from root physi/o,
meaning “nature”)
Cytology study of cells
-logist  one who Psychologist one who specializes in the study
specializes in or treatment of the mind
the study or

treatment of
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3- Adjective Suffixes:

The suffixes below are all adjective endings that mean
“pertaining to” or “resembling”. There are no rules for which
ending to use for a given noun. Familiarity comes with practice.

-ac Cardiac CAR-de-ak pertaining to the heart

-al skeletal SKEL-e-tal pertaining to the skeleton

-ar muscular MUS-ka-lar  pertaining to muscles

-ary Dietary di-e-tar-é pertaining to the diet

-form Muciform MU-si-form like or resembling mucus

-ic metric ME-trik pertaining to a meter (unit of

measurement)

Thoracic pertaining to the thorax (chest)

-ical (ic +al) Anatomical pertaining to anatomy
an-a-TOM-i-kl

-ile Febrile FEB-il pertaining to fever

-oid Toxoid TOK-soyd resembling toxin (poison)
Alkaloid resembling Alkali

-ory Respiratory pertaining to respiration
RES-pi-ra-tor-é

-0us Venous VE-nus pertaining to a vein
Fibrous Pertaining to fiber
mucous




