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Table 9-21. Pulmonary ventilation-perfusion scan based diagnostic algorithm for PE.

Clinical concern for PE:

1. Analyze by three-tiered clinical probability assessment (Table 9-20}

2. Obtain scan
3. Match results in the following table

Clinical suspicion for PE by clinical probability assessment

HIGH MODERATE Low
STOP. STOP. Diagnosis likely (56% n PIOPED |, but small
Diagnosis established. Diagnosis established. number of patients). Treat for PE or
Treat for PE. Treat for PE. evaluate further with LE US or CT-PA.

High
Probability
scan

Diagnosis highly likely (66% in PIOPED I). Uncertain diagnosis. Uncertain diagnosis. Evaluate further

g . Treat for PE or evaluate further with Evaluate further with with LE US or CT-PA.
€= LE US or CT-PA. LE US or CT-PA,
E=2 &
z2¥
< g
'E a
~ Uncertain diagnosis. Evaluate further Uncertain diagnosis. STOP.
= = _ with LE US or CT-PA. Evaluate further with Diagnosis excluded; monitor off
3 E g LE US or CT-PA. anticoagulation. Consider alternative
] diagnoses.
o
=l STOP. STOP. STOP.
£ € Diagnosis excluded; monitor off Diagnosis excluded; Diagnosis excluded;
§ 2 anticoagulation. monitor off anticoagulation. monitor off anticoagulation.

Consider alternative diagnoses. Consider alternative diagnoses.

:@alaadl Jgaall le jgiSall Sllaadla o
wells yuilee crusy dulle d)ghA ugag ge wulail V/O scan JI IS 13) dislu LiySi LS o
(@3Mally lasi Lailg CTPA ¢lya¥ ela ¥) a1Si yauiill Lims
.danll qaii ias Wells cuus df1ddio §)gha zo gulw JUIdYl IS 13] o
il aslil CTPA elal cullaii huugll S¥Is I o
.49l dauall ugag gmﬁ D-Dimer JI ylual aubw 20 V\Q scan J! o

Consider alternative diagnoses.

Perfusion .
L}
" . . p Ventilation 2 »
Ventilation ' . ‘
o ' Lt. Post. R. Post. Rt Lat. Ant.
Rt. Ant. Lt. Lt. Post. Rt.
» L]
Perfusion R.PO. Ant. Lt. Lat. Post.
Post. Rt. Lat. Ant. R.PO.
™ : ; A
/' .
; LPO.
Coronal Transverse Sagittal : V55 ’
= Rt Ant. Lt

Ant. Lt. Lat. Post.

ow @il aagy U dgull a1 (14 il hal)
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